
Snow drops are the essence of spring and this year they 

have come so early in our case at least 3 weeks ahead of 

when they usually appear. They bring so much joy and seed 

so readily when conditions are right for them. Pauline 

Murphy  Gordon Collier and Robyn Kilty are fizzing about 

them. I learnt from them that now is the time to divide them 

and spread them individually over a larger area. That is 

worth knowing!  Sad thing is they come and go so quickly! 

Where has the winter gone it has been a very mild wet 

winter for most of us Hopefully it will manage to rain 

throughout the spring, the fear of following what is 

happening in Australia is very real for the East coast of both 

islands. 

 

Chairman’s report   Kerei Thompson 
I do hope you have come through winter well, hard to 
believe we are only weeks away from Spring, always an 
exciting time in the garden. 
The Trustees meet early this month in Christchurch 
and agreed the following key items:  
2019 NZGT Conference 
Will be in Queenstown April 12th - 14th with a pre-tour 
on the Thursday 11th. 
Garden Owner Survey 
We will be undertaking a survey to provide the trust 
with the information to see; what we are doing well, 
and what can be done better or potentially has not 
been done at all. It has been recommended we 
interview 12-15 garden owners both supportive and 
not so supportive of the trust to give us the best 
insight. These interview questions will also be sent to 
all garden owners in an on-line survey.  
Welcome Assistance 
Daryl Spooner joined our meeting this month and has 
kindly offered to help the trust with promotion and 

marketing, ideas and expertise. Thanks Daryl your skills 
and approach will be great to call upon. 
Garden Filming Opportunity 
Grant Mangin has tabled an exciting idea to gain 
sponsorship to enable the filming of 4-5 gardens; that 
could then be aired on Prime TV, used by the gardens 
and trust. Grant and Daryl are working out the fine 
details to see if we can get this off the ground. 
Urban Gardens 
The trust has a limited number of Urban gardens, as 
there are some amazing urban or smaller gardens the 
trustees are keen to encourage more to join, to spark 
some interest we have added urban gardens to the 
registered category to enable these gardens to join at 
this level; to test the waters. The intention being some 
or all would move onto fully assessed gardens.  
Many urban gardens open for short periods (festivals, 
fund raisers) the opportunity and challenge NZGT have 
is how do we encourage more to open for longer 
periods. Any ideas you have please forward them to 
Irene. 

 

Assessor’s report Jan Woodhouse 

Every three years NZGT gardens  are assessed to ensure that 

they comply with the standards the Trust promotes. The 

trust has a list of criteria that we use to evaluate your 

gardens including the broad scale design or layout of the 

garden, planting design, hard landscape design, 

maintenance and of course the wow factor. There are seven 

assessors - landscape architects Jan Woodhouse, Robert 

Watson and Renee Davies plus Karen Lowther plants woman 

and designer who has been running Eden Gardens for the 

last 14 years, Dylan Norfield plants man extraordinaire from 

the Dunedin Botanical Gardens, and of course Kerei 

Thompson  whose eye for a weed in turf or an unclipped 
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lawn edge is legendry and Pauline Murphy who skills cover 

all of the above. We also have 3 new assessors on board this 

year. They include Tony Barnes -  garden owner and all 

round horticulturalist  from Taranaki, Rose Thodey,  garden 

owner and garden writer/ author and Plantsman Ben 

Conway who looks after the gardens at Ayrlies. These new 

judges will be shadowing us around the northland, 

Auckland, Waikato and Taupo gardens this year so they 

understand how we assess.. 

Most of the garden visits will occur over a four week period 

in November but we do try and fit our travels in around 

events such as the Taranaki and Marlborough Garden 

festivals. 

We pair the assessors off  - landscape architect with garden 

owner / horticulturalist and we also try not to send the 

same pair out with each other all the time or send them off 

to the same regions year after year. This means that they 

are able  to work with and understand the different skill sets 

each assessor brings to the assessment process. It also 

enable us to get to know most of the gardens over time and 

we are able to compare them with each other.  

This year we have about 50 gardens to visit.  We have 

divided the country into six regions and each pair of 

assessors will do two regions. Each region takes 2- 3  very 

full days to do. There is, as you might imagine a lot of driving 

and walking. 

However we are all volunteers and we wouldn’t be doing it 

if we thought it a chore. Our  experience is one 

of  extraordinary privilege - driving through regions and into 

landscapes we might not go to otherwise: seeing the top 

gardens in the country  and meeting the passionate 

committed creative people who own the gardens and toil in 

them 

So thankyou 

 

Events In order  

Art in a Garden   To be held at Flaxmere Hawarden North 

Canterbury Thursday October 25- Sunday October 28 2018   
10am, -5pm www.artinagarden.co.nz 

2018 Powerco Taranaki Garden Festival  Gardeners 

are all busy preparing for the 31st Powerco Taranaki Garden 

Festival. In addition to the gardens there is a mixture of free 

and paid events, garden speaker events, tours or self drive 

options over the 10 day period 26 October  - 4 November 

2018. Visit    www.gardenfest.co.nz for further information. 

Hurunui Garden Festival Nov 2-4   9am -5pm 

www.hurunuigardenfestival.com  self drive Tickets 

available at the gate   or prepay Hanmer Springs 

isite 0800 442 663 

Opening night dinner at the Heritage Hotel tickets 

also available from isite $59.00 a head. Festival 

Guide will be available from Hanmer Springs isite 

Kaiapoi isite also to down load from the website 

approx.by the end of August 

Rapaura Springs Garden Marlborough Nov 8-11 

8am-8pm each day  Tickets 0800 627527  
www.gardenmarlborough.co.nz 

Conference updates Jill Simpson 
Mark this date in your calendar April 12-14 2019  

The NZGT next conference will be in Queenstown and 

Cromwell. Pre Conference tour to Clachanburn April 11.   

Hopefully there will be some wonderful autumn colours 

which that part of the world is renowned for. 

 

Ayrlies Plant Fair  Jaqueline Mc Connell 

Ayrlies Plant Fair a great success. Circle a date in the 

calendar for the next one 5-6 April 2019. 

Ayrlies Plant Fair in May brought together twenty plant 

specialists and horticultural societies offering well grown 

high quality unusual plants over two days. The purpose of 

the Plant Fair was twofold, to support specialist growers 

whose endeavours are valued by New Zealand gardeners 

and to help sustain Ayrlies Garden into the future. While 

Friday graced the event with grey skies, Saturday was not so 

kind. However, this did not deter the gardening community 

 

 

 A very Happy Bev McConnell at the Ayrlies plant fair 

http://www.artinagarden.co.nz
http://gardenfest.co.nz
http://www.hurunuigardenfestival.com
http://www.gardenmarlborough.co.nz


 

with over 1000 enthusiasts through the gate. Festivities 

carried on with many, laden with plant purchases, enjoying 

homemade soup, sandwiches and an acoustic guitarist at 

the pop-up café. Others walked the garden and wetlands 

soaking up the vibrant autumnal colour.  

It is a rare occurrence to have the combined knowledge and 

expertise of these plant specialists all in one venue. They are 

the unsung heroes of New Zealand gardening. Their stalls 

stretching down the driveway created a canopy line-up of 

horticultural delights. Not only did keen gardeners access 

the experts but the occasion provided the plant growers 

with an opportunity to socialise together. Some plant 

growers travelled as far afield as Taranaki, Katikati, 

Coromandel and Matapouri with vehicles loaded with plants 

and stands.  Buses of plant enthusiasts and garden clubs 

arrived from Napier, Ngatea and Waiheke Island. The 

support of many that attended the NZGT conference a 

month beforehand resulted in Taranaki Regional Council and 

Nelson City Gardens sending their wonderfully passionate 

and professional key gardeners along with several 

committee members.  A floating crew of fifteen 

indispensable volunteers assisted the Ayrlies garden team to 

park vehicles, welcome visitors, serve at the café and 

nursery and ensure the vital functioning of portaloos. 

 

Readers Articles  

Snowdrops 

Just when we thought 

gardening was being 

dumbed-down along 

comes Bev McConnell 

with her Plant Day at 

Ayrlies and Prue Harper 

with her Snowdrop Study 

Day.  We are fortunate to 

have these people 

promoting the cause. 

Prue and Bruce hold this day at their home, near Ashburton, 

every second Sunday in August; it combines interesting talks 

with wonderful plant displays and the chance to meet up 

with garden friends from all over the country. Oh yes, there 

are plant stalls also, the likes of which are sure to empty 

ones purse; the six Gardens Trust members present recently 

were not slow to take  advantage of the rarities on offer. A 

pre-study day tour of outstanding gardens where snowdrops 

grow in profusion is an opportunity not to be missed either; 

next year four gardens will be visited.  

Contact Prue for further details: prueharper@xtra.co.nz  

 

Armenia Robyn Kilty 

In early May, Penny Zino, myself and other botanical friends 

went to discover the amazing botanical variety of Armenia.  

Renowned as one of the worlds botanical hotspots and 

situated at the southern end of the Caucasus, on a high 

mountain plateau, this tiny country is overflowing with the 

grandeur of stunning and diverse mountain landscapes.    

New Zealand is not the only beautiful country in the world!    

Sandwiched between Georgia to the north, and Azerbaijan to 

the east with the giants Turkey to the west and Iran to the 

south, Armenia straddles Asian and European plant habitats 

and this along with the influences of a temperate climate to 

the north and a  Mediterranean climate to the south means it 

is caught in a rich botanical cross current.  

Now a fraction of it's original size and too often known for 

it's tragic past of invasion and genocide, Armenia was once 

one of the worlds oldest centres of civilisation.  It’s difficult 

terrain and   continual oppression from neighbouring 

countries, means there has been little interference amongst 

it’s diverse habitats' so it’s indigenous flora flourishes under 

such optimum conditions.  

As well as a rich variety of Orchid  and Fritillaria to be found 

growing in grassy meadows and in the shelter of shrubby or 

wooded areas, there is also many Iris species scattered across 

grassy hillsides and tucked in against rocks, including the 

blue/purple Iris paradox and the stunning purple/brown 

striped iris with distinctive spotted markings on the falls -

 Iris acutiloba ssp lineolate. 

There is more - different forms of Corydalis, Anenome, 

Iris paradoxa deep purple flowers 

 

Gorgeous Poppies Papaver centaura 
Papa 
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Lathyrus,  Allium, Primula, dozens of varieties of  Papaver, 

Centaura, Muscari to name just a few.   We saw sheets of 

yellow Primula and Poppy in various shades of red from 

pink through orange to deep crimson and purple, almost 

every day.  And one day up a rocky cliff we were amazed to 

see a swathe of Dictamnus albus, a treasured garden plant if 

you can get it to grow.  Another day, it was Eremurus - only 

once, and just the pale yellow form.  

There were the natural deciduous forests of the south, the 

apricot orchards of the dry Ararat plain, and more indigenous 

plant and flower species growing in the fields and hillsides 

and rocky scree slopes including wild tulips - oh the tulips!    

Such is Armenia today, a small jewel of a land between east 

and west, north and south full of the wonders of nature and 

botanical bounty. 

 

Morepork notes. From Jenny Oakley 

You may recall that we have had a resident Morepork in our 

garden in South Taranaki for the last 7-8 years. This 

Morepork has roosted in a large cabbage tree over the 

winter months. He/she very rarely makes the well known 

‘morepork ‘ call but does make the kiwi-like ‘cree’, and a 

strange mewing type of call that could be mistaken for a 

puppy cry. We have no idea of the sex of this bird. I will refer 

to the bird as ‘he’ for the moment. 

 In an attempt to encourage him to settle, with a mate, we 

researched plans for a nesting box and Guy made a 

handsome box that now sits in the cabbage tree. We found 

the plan on the Akaroa Men's Shed website. The nesting box 

took half a sheet of ply to build so erecting it as high as we 

possibly dare was a somewhat difficult process. Apparently, 

( I have read online), we should provide two nesting boxes 

so that the male Morepork can show the female Morepork 

and let her choose the most appropriate site! This is unlikely 

to be the case in the Oakley Garden. Getting one box up 

high into the cabbage tree was enough of an exercise by 

itself. 

To date we don’t have any evidence of the Morepork 

showing any interest in the nesting box but we may have to 

purchase a long selfie stick so that we can hold a cell phone 

up to look into the hole as it is far too high up to check out 

regularly with a ladder. My research tells me that the 

moreporks do not appreciate the intrusion of infra red 

cameras so we won’t be following that avenue. 

Most mornings I walk past the cabbage tree to check to see 

if the Morepork is in residence. Recently I noticed him sitting 

in an unsettled manner on a branch so I stopped to observe 

him. He flew to another position which was in itself 

unusual , he doesn’t usually move during the day unless 

startled by movement. He sat on another branch for a few 

moments, shuffling about puffing his feathers in and out 

before flying to the spot where he usually settles. Once in 

his usual spot he began tugging, tearing and eating 

something that he had obviously stashed there at an earlier 

time. The light was poor and I was only able to ascertain 

that whatever he had was grey and fluffy. The next day we 

were working under the cabbage tree and found the carcass 

of a sparrow so can only assume that was what he/she had 

been eating. All very fascinating. If any of you have any 
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experience / ideas about how we might encourage nesting 

in our box I would love to hear from you. Daryl Spooner 

(Mincher Garden) plans to erect solar lights near their 

nesting boxes to encourage flying insects at night for the 

Moreporks to feed on 

Christchurch Botanic Garden Appointment 
03 July 2018  A passionate horticulturalist who helped set up 
the National Botanic Gardens of Wales has been appointed 
to lead the team at Christchurch’s Botanic Gardens. 

 director appointed 

Wolfgang Bopp will take up the new position of Director of 

Botanic Gardens and Garden Parks in the spring. 

 

Wolfgang Bopp is the new director of the Botanic 

Gardens. 

“We are delighted to have someone of Wolfgang’s calibre to 

lead our team at the Botanic Gardens and to oversee our 

garden parks,’’ says Christchurch City Council Head of Parks 

Andrew Rutledge.“The Botanic Gardens are one of 

Christchurch’s most treasured public spaces and attract 

millions of visitors a year. We want to build on that legacy 

and Wolfgang is the ideal person to help us do that,’’ Mr 

Rutledge says.Born in Germany, Mr Bopp studied at the 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, in the United Kingdom before 

doing a six month stint with the World Conservation 

Monitoring Centre in Cambridge.He then worked as 

assistant curator at the Ness Botanic Gardens, near 

Liverpool, before taking on the role as the first Curator at 

the National Botanic Gardens of Wales. In 2004 the 

Guardian newspaper included Mr Bopp in a list of “80 

prodigiously talented young people - scientists, DJs, 

novelists, architects, politicians” who they predicted were 

set to “shape our lives in the early 21st century". After 

leaving Wales, Mr Bopp became the Curator, and 

subsequently director, of the internationally renowned Sir 

Harold Hillier Gardens in Hampshire. The gardens feature 

one of the most diverse hardy plant collections in the world. 

New Plant  for this month       Gordon Collier  

Aralia Sun King is a new herbaceous perennial from 

America but is a native of Japan. In full sun it will reach a 

meter high and as much across, a mound of golden foliage. 

It is a huge success in America and said to be the plant of 

the decade. 

 

 I hope the Spring is a joyful time for you all  

For the Trustees | 

Penny Zino 

Aralia Sun King 

More poppies in Armenia 

Iris Caucasica in Armenia 
 


